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- It Happened Here

' “ ENSELESS,” “UNIMAGIN=  History isasking morc of this country than
able,” “crazy,” “unfathom- Vet st the rebuiding ofour under
able™: as the World Trade afaur place nthe world by reevg

nizing that we are living in a new era of
Center fell and the anti-As

Pentagon burned, those
were the words that came to the lips n o
of many Americans, on camera and off ‘}"'1‘:‘!l:‘(::‘:‘\‘,‘Q"J';:_{‘l‘m";'j’:';‘“‘“l"mll:l'd
camera. We must beware those words, — sttes inthe posteoldwar world is not so
They have a way of carrying the war St ‘u.”.m.‘l'.'...“" o
against us away from us, of fortifying
our inc L‘(lllht\ against the evidence of
our eyes, of shutting down thought
when thought is required, of lifting o tht s veally 4 o appelltion. s
the obscenity that was visited upon et o b peneeluland prosperous in

ore a political
g difference in the fates

This iy scem surpris
ath of Amricas rivmph

phical appella

America back out of the realns of possibilty. Bt
September 11,2001, muust be nothing less th

and ceonomic |

of nations was

T of An
Merson instrueted us to pursue and we s

an happiness—-se were purstiing
d o be
it—provoked opposite reactions in the suffering
anity. W of the world, Briefl, it provoked
weseen pass from us. 1t lmppuu(l here W a hatred of America, There were
unfath

ove of America

mselves and
B

thesewords ! ey contl ot

erasy of American experi anevent too unlike U
e v 0 e incorporate it the. oy e think. st be
resisted also an ot
ot true that the a
able.

e o et and whowe st
rounds. They are simply filse. 1is— ment curdled into an analysis t

s of September 11 were unimagine— ble for the non-American conditions of 1
nation is no longer necessary, now — analysis curdled into ideologies of “resis
it we bave memors. s ot true that they wer e symbols and the
excapt by our standards and the s

Jeset,weiker peoples” Edwand

e American-led war to reseue
Kosovo from extinction, “realize that this America is to be

resisted at all costs, not pandered to or o naively?

That was the “proy

ive” question and the “progressive

vocabulary in the 19905

Docs anybody doubt that the ersa stglobalization

nificant degree

i 2
heal ourselves back into the traditi an values and Ame actices around the world?
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st aggain be de

I

thes wave of prosgress

nd gone, and wny regions did aot seize it

oftiberty and equality,as the United St

o ol s o oy orbit of 1l ity repre-
was American imperiaisn into the nes charge that global For the terror-
ization s American imperialism. The politics of anti

wlabalization b revived n... old “Narth Soutl
deven paranoid vicw of social

elfect of trappi
and socicties in their faling ways. The U
the archetypal adversary of the wretched
of the carth: amd in the excitable wirrens uf mili
ey theory s be
w espectation of apoealypse
Athrarm, the government newespaper in
ttacks on the Would Teade Center and the 1
“heginning of a4 war against globalization.
explained that " Uhe redl
widenrug of the gap hetween north and sonth” Ne
that poor people do ot generally become nderers,
that 1 smaller.weaker peaples have sent manny mo
immigrants to these shores than terurists. W

& wany states

ied Sttes has,

g as the
The editarial
ehind the rerrorism is the
mind
l

st we

Wem

i textip
Anybods who hates moderity hates America A body

who hates froedor

hates Anerica. Anvbody who halcs p

1. Anyboddy who hites huntan rights hates
. Amlmd\ weho futes

vacy hates A
A

Dallots el Toohshops and
d comprters and theaters and
an sanilins al a mian hates Au
e Osama Uit Lnden and Ure tersorists of Al
the United States as their target in perfict accordas
their beliefs. Philosuphically speaking, we are (1
reonrs. But to the hatr

another siralence. the |

newspapers and televisions
bars and the sight of a won

tred of Lyl
bin Laden ealls for the killing of America
Jows. “We will see again S

he
ranted on i Lape that surfiecd Unis Junc, "with Uie bl of
evers dripping f
those who da not believe what he believes: his is an

whom weshould be proud to be ko
cious dimension of bin Laden’s war against 7
elear.In hisy
hell. Bin Laden is waging o
mholicst war ofall, sinee i drigs the most sacred things info
b is

"By wbeliovers. of course. he

holy war, which is ahways the

its common view is st e is seeking to pusish
America for its association with Iseacl, but the e i
s the case. He wishes also to punish Tsvael Gand Jows gen-

el for being o semorsles b Annei
thre

that i 5o secu-
L A

o liber, led by

the past. Isgacl | at o bin

Tl is the same war. Fhis s as it
afthe and the princi
principh Draenly modeenic
anti-Aume

b, for the principle
s of Lsgael are e same:
1F ot for

. the sau

a and Thuse two towers

swonld still b standing,

1S WEER TIERE docs nut seens o he angbody
in America who docs not agree that this s war
d nce of those infernal insges

er the

tion appears to hse discovered the virtue
of indignation. Bul ¢ ol this anger? 1
will nat e casy. Americans are athletes of the cnotio

iger ismerely “healthy” that is,
valahle for its back of consequenees. 1t is also true it the

welive inasociety for which

time’ the anger of ot be
rearded as just for it represents ko a proper
assessent of ou attacked, We are vl

death. But

Fica )

i
Luation, W e

nerable. We furve enconie
5o howe sl e fight his war?
fight otber wars. One adversary s not
sy the d pml«'mmml
e sy o
an asymanetrs of poser e spect mul.nrl) dmngkr.ﬂld
more reso heen
formed sagainst us, We require a lot uml(’ulldlug vee (v
by whiat bappne st seek. we require any intelligence
at ally o ot anore cumninng: bt abve all we must state
alearly st nation, W ourselyes and to the world, that we
o ill anbody who is preparing to kil s, Ts this
i Itisna

1 ot wn

st
of the difficultios of

reoful than the suicidal ¢

prepu
policy

it
rder of nrderers. 1 is
policy of ret

srand 2 Lo for

policy of!
buti policy

selldefense. And it is no

s whom we have confidently identified as terrorists.

be in o

midst, o they may be
Aighanistan or fraq or Syria or Pakistan or the Sudas; but it
is inmossible (o believe that we canno find them if we gear
el v o fd e Baidon B was gt 1o pro.
ctaim, morcove, that “we will make no distinetion between

 those who bir-
ut they eannor
Ttistimeto

thet 1~m|n~h\\huuumullh«l thest
bored U

o adversarics are
survive o suee .“r o e suppor of st

for the Sau

naise support. (It is also tins
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10 cease their flthy little games) For pursuing such a policy.
we will assuredly reap more hatred, but only in places where

“ p(vl  has alreads reaped
e fres were stll roaring at the World Trade Conter
e Pentagon when the air began to 6l with 2
the morality of a scrious cau
MeCullongh presched on CNA i i v
0 mean a curtailing, trimning up some—magbe even
exiscerating of the open society [ that [we know.” (This is
‘e man who is making 2 mint off an admiring biography
of the wuthor of the Alien and Sedition Acts ) The cditorial
page of The New York Times warned that “[tJhe temptation
will be great in the days ahead to write draconian new la
that give Jaw enforcement agencies—or even militu
forces—a right o undermine the eivil liberties that shape
character of the United Statcs.” Military forees? The
editors of the Times have heen spending too much time at
Blockbuster. Who in the American government is sugges
it e e ¢ the Constitution ot perish? The notion
Usalwe cannol ¥ terrorism without destraying liberal
e on that the gt it terorists Lramston s ol
terotists,is bien persnt demi i its only effect
o it the avendy imhited. e ceurits e o b
seruples. Now we have heen
s there really no significant

purchissed at the price of o0
shown that we are ol
change: in our ational security policy sal i
by what we e witnessed IF the charnel bouse of lver
nothing, pis

warranted

ourselves.
Bt in trwth it is hard to speak of policy when all that fills

themindis tragedy. The ashes of Maniatle eover the entire

Tand. The pictaes wond and wound aanl woud, e pla

shum
for the st tme. Over und oser onr brothers and our sisters

heumierac B matupil We hisebeen shnghiercd
Even if we live in a culture of forgetting, this we must never
forget. ®
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Under the Bridge

By Pavt. BERMAN
AM WRITING seven or cight hours aller the atlack,
and, through my study window in Bro
ik plumes <1 billmsing from lower Mot
I the morning, from my rooftup, | watched the first
flames encirele the twin towers and the black cloud
float over the harbor. The smoke seemed oddly speckled
wih glinting white spots, which 1 a1 first thought might

PAUL BERMAN is author of A Tale of Tren Utopias:

have been gulls, But they were papers sucked out of the
burning buildings. Some of the specks wore also, 1 hater
Teasned human body parts. A silsery necklace as wide as
scemed 0 dsop from onc of the buroi tovers 1
1 e, tearing iy
Phe smoke cleared for a brief secon,
gone. Below me. on Brooklyurs Atlantic
e, fire engines began to sercam, trying o push their
vty through traffic info Manhattan.
Ly late morning huge parades of people from Manhattan
P begun (0 mae theway o foo! across (e

Atlanti
e, some of thers stll searing masks over their mouths
md noses,  white soot on their clathes and shocs. § weat

Lower Atlant e
istrict for some 70 years. filled with storefronts
adorned with Arabic letters and names. Here and there
anwng the czowd, people were hurling curses at Arabs and
atforcigers. A round-faced man declimed. “Don't et any
more of these forvign Arabs come into this country no
more! They hate us!” | stopped al s store where T know
elers from Moraceo. Tle bas told me he admires the moder-
ateand tolerant views of the late King of Morueeo and of the

i King. Now the clerk was standing taciturn
it o i uce compresed Ovside. 1
round-faced man was shou
forvignerst”

Py

,“We golla get rid of all these

T swern sreeT 2 woman who said she
worked near the World Trade Conter stood
on the sidewalk. dust on her clothes: sh
ton, spoke against the Arabs. “This is where
..n these hatefol people live!”™ she said,

jantic Avenue. T asked her what shc had

i il s s people hirl themsclves to the

o lrom v bigh flours of the World Trade ot

“Where is Bush?” she said, exploding in anger.

" She had seen a terrified old man on the Brook-

dge. wnable to walk any further hecause of his panic.
clutching a pole
1 walked o the Brooklyn Bridge and tried to eross into

Manhatian. bt 1 was turned away |» the police. 1 tried to

cxoss on the Manhattan Bridge, and | got pirt of the way

nertheiverbelore st b A.wm Sojoined the

endless stream of people going the other way, into B

Iyn the vast and saried nm\\d hat resernbled 1 crowd in

almost no other place on Earth. fue

Asian, Latin, Eurapean--the "ol of ki, A 1

«p«”)\ on i oller seoater, Near Long Island University, the

souing up A

Where was

sidewalks were filled with students passing oul watee, s if
1o the runners in i marathon.

1L swas a_gratifying scene of communal solidarity. But
on Fulton Street, s Theaded back to my home, Tsaw that

e )ll)nk&up«r\ had pulied down their metal shntters

and the street was empty. A cop told me that looters mu

begun W run up and down Falion Street. In exchange f

thes tformatus | ol i o ed Tt o e

of his s on the Manltan Bridg: tha e
ot he

of
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and were prob-
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